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Course Description: 

The second part of the literature of vampire series, this course explores the social, cultural, historical, and theological construction of the vampire character within story, folklore, and film when authored within our culture and others.
Course Objectives:
The course will: 

· Introduce students to vampire myths as they appear in other cultures (India, Sweden, Ireland, Malaysia, Greece, Russia, among others).
· Introduce students to “real” historical vampires: Elizabeth Bathory, Vlad Tepes, Slobodan Milosevic  

· Explore ways in which the myth shifts depending upon religious ideas and cultural norms prevalent in the times in which any particular example of vampire literature is written. 

· Discuss the possible existence of vampires through discussion of the physiological changes necessary for the transition to occur.  

· Explore the relationship between the Christian Eucharist and the blood that sustains a Vampire. 

· Explore the differences between the vampire story written for the economically disadvantage, published serially, and those written for a more educated readership published in more expensive novels.

· Explore the vampire myths when authored by African Americans.

Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

· Summarize the content of a given vampire text and explain its major themes orally and in writing. 

· Discuss the physiological changes which would need to take place for a human to transform to a vampire in class discussions.

· Discuss historical “real” vampires and their relationship to the creating cultures.

· Demonstrate in writing, online, and in class discussions an understanding of how the vampire myth in literature (story, film, and poetry) defines, redefines, and critiques the authoring culture in terms of religious and cultural expectations. 
· Analyze, orally and in writing, a specific vampire in relation to its place in the vampire mythology. 

· Evaluate differing presentations of the female vampire in prose and poetry dependent upon gender of the author. 

· Evaluate the differences in vampires when they are written by African-American authors.
 
· Explore the progression of characteristics and abilities of vampires as they have developed in prose and poetry in their relationship to social constructivist ideas in a short been evaluative essay, creative short story, or presentation.
· Discuss the ways in which economics impact the presentation of the vampire. 

Length of Course:
44 lecture hours 
Grading Method:
Letter grade (A-F) or Pass/No Pass

Prerequisites:

None

Recommended:
Pass RD-115 or placement in WR-121; pass ENG-126. 
Suggested Texts:  
Foreign Vampires: Vampires: A Field Guide to the Creatures that Stalk the Night. (Curran) 

Modern Science and Vampires: The Science of Vampires (Rumsland)
Vampires in America: American Vampires (Dressler)

Vampire Stories from New England


Vampire Stories of  the American South
The Female Vampire: Sisters of the Night
Black Vampires: Dark Thirst
Popular Culture Vampire: Varney the Vampire: Volume One, The Feast of Blood”( Rymer) 

Higher Class: “The Vampyre” (Polidori) “Thalaba the Destroyer,” Robert Southey 
One short easy-read thoroughly modern vampire novel  
Major Topic Outline:  

1. Etymology 

A.  Development of the word

B. Time-line in Western World
2. Foreign Vampires: Characteristics and Stories
A.  Germany/Austria
B. Sumeria /Babylonia
C. Philippines
D. Puerto Rico/Mexico
E. Ireland
F. France/Scotland
G. Iceland
H. Hebrew
I. Wales
J. Brazil
K. Malaysia
L. India
M. Albania
N. Romania
O. South Africa
P. United States
Q. Greece

3. Historical “real” vampire
A.  Vlad Tepes
B. Elizabeth Bathory
C. Slobodan Milosevic 
4.   Modern Science and Vampires: (CSI meets Vamps!) 

A.  
Shapeshifting: The process the body would have to endure to become a vampire
B.  
Vampire Creation: Born or bite & turned?

C. Vampire personality disorder: What makes a person want to be a vampire

D. Vampires and sex

E. Blood: what the body would need to ingest it as a life-source
5. Economics and the Presentations/Characteristics of the vampire:

A.  Male Vampire
B.  Female Vampires
C.  Black Vampires
D.  Serialization and popular culture
E.  High class vampire

6.   The Blood

A.      Early ideas about blood: “The Blood is life”
B.     Modern Science -- Diseases

C.     Eucharist 

7.   The Victims of the Vampire

A.      Female victim

  1. Appearance 

  2. Failure of protection

  3. Erotic overtones

B.     The Child Victim

  1. Ease of access 

C.     The Male Victim

  1. Friendship

  2. Erotic overtones

D.     The Senior Victim

8.   Slaying Vampires


A.      Methods

B.      Laws 

9.   Vampires in Poetry and Prose 

A.      Romantic ideas of Vampires

   1. Appearance

   2. Longevity

   3. Sexual predators

B.     Structural issues

   1. The Lowbrow Vampire:

a. The Penny Bloods / Penny Dreadfuls

b. Serialization  

 

2. The Highbrow Vampire
a. Novels

b. Poems

c. Short-stories

� Dark Thirst is an anthology of vampire stories written by African American authors. The Vampires are almost from a different world. 





